AMOS 
DO JUSTICE 


_ ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


* 


The prophet Amos lived among a group of shepherds in Tekoa, a small town 
approximately ten miles south of Jerusalem. (Amos 1:1) 


* Amos made clear in his writings that he did not come from a family of prophets, nor 
did he even consider himself one. 


* 


Rather, he was “a grower of sycamore figs” as well as a shepherd (Amos 7:14-15). 
Amos'’s connection to the simple life of the people made its way into the center of his 
prophecies, as he showed a heart for the oppressed and the voiceless in the world. 


* 


* Chapters: 9 
* Verses: 146 
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PLACE IN HISTORY 
* He was a contemporary of Hosea in Israel and of Isaiah and Micah in Judah. 


* Amos prophesied “two years before the earthquake” (Amos 1:1) 


* This earthquake was of such proportions that Zechariah mentioned it 200 years later 
(Zechariah 14:5) and identified it as having come during the reign of Uzziah. 


* Though he came from the southern kingdom of Judah, Amos delivered his prophecy 
against the northern kingdom of Israel and the surrounding nations, leading to some 
resistance from the prideful Israelites (Amos 7:12). 
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THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK | 
_ * Amos presented God as the ruler of the world and declared that all nations were responsible to Him. 
_ * The measure of responsibility is created by the light that a nation has.While most of the prophets 
interspersed redemption and restoration in their prophecies against Israel and Judah, Amos 
devoted only the final five verses of his prophecy for such consolation. 

* Prior to that, God’s word through Amos was directed against the privileged people of Israel, a 
people who had no love for their neighbor, who took advantage of others, and who only looked out 
for their own concerns. 

* More than almost any other book of Scripture, the book of Amos holds God's people accountable 
for their ill-treatment of others. 

* It repeatedly points out the failure of the people to fully embrace God's idea of justice. They were 
selling off needy people for goods, taking advantage of the helpless, oppressing the poor, and the 


* Drunk on their own economic success and intent on strengthening their financial position, the 
people had lost the concept of caring for one another 
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- OUTLINE OF THE BOOK 
|. Judgment on surrounding nations, Chapters 1:1-—2:3 


A. Introduction, Ch. 1:1, 2 
B. Judgment against Syria for cruelty, Ch. 1:3-5 


(Privilege creates responsibility; the higher the blessing, 
the greater the punishment.) 

D. | | ished | t for iniquity, Ch4 

C. Judgment against Philistia for making slaves, Ch 1:6-8 nists ahaa - ss pes ined ey ae 
= E. Israel will be punished in future for iniquity, Ch 5 
D. Judgment against Phoenicia for breaking treaty (selling 

slaves), Ch 1:9, 10 

E. Judgment against Edom for revengeful spirit,Ch 1:11, 
12 


F. Judgment against Ammon for violent crimes, Ch 1:13-15 


F. Israel admonished in present to depart from iniquity, Ch 
6 


lll. Visions of the future, Chapters 7-9 
A. Vision of grasshoppers, Ch 7:1-3 

B. Vision of fire, Ch7:4-6 

C. Vision of plumbline, Ch 7:7-9 

D. Historic interlude, Ch 7:10-17 
(Personal experience of prophet) 


G. Judgment against Moab for injustice, Ch 2:1-3 


. Judgment on Judah and Israel, Chapters 2:4-6:14 
A. Judgment against Judah for despising the Law, Ch 2:4, 


5 
E. Vision of basket of summer fruit, Ch 8 
B. Judgment against Israel for immorality and blasphemy, oe | 
Ch 2:6-16 F. Vision of worldwide dispersion, Ch 9:1-10 
ie G. Vision of worldwid theri d restoration of 
C. God's charge against whole house of Israel (12 tribes), a ah ah nl aa 
Ch 3 kingdom, Ch 9:11-15 


